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| am a member of Visible Voices and CLAIM, and &ag for women who were locked

up. We are black and white and brown. We arersistWe are daughters. We are mothers.

We suffer violence as children, and later, as wanfem we serve time for drug
possession. For retail theft. For “felony pragtdn”. We ask for treatment for our addiction
and instead they lock us down. They put our céiidn foster homes whetbey may be

abused.

Prison is not safe. There is no correction. thes“Department o€orruption”. It
violates our bodies and our spirits. Just as we\a@bused in our own homes and communities,
we suffer disrespect, physical violence and sexigdénce from officers inside. When we go
home, even if we do everything right, stay cleaay sut of trouble, the police arrest us as
prostitutes. Our prison time is just a down paymaie pay in installments for the rest of our

lives.

There is no help for us with our children and faesil Prisons are so far away that most
of our children never get to visit us while we areay. Even though children need to see their
mothers, there are few programs to support thastef care workers don’t inform us about our
children’s hearings, or help us get the servicem@ed to get our children back. When we come
home, we may find that our children are no longeso Their birth certificates have another
name listed as their mother. In the eyes of the Yee don’t even exist. Even if we love them.
Even if we turned our lives around. Even if oulldrien still love us and need us. Our children
may be adopted without our consent, and we cag’ttsem again even if the adoption falls

through. So our children risk being the next gatien locked up.

We have been invisible and voiceless for too loSg.today we stand up to be visible.
We speak so that our voices may be heard. Chamgessible. Truthvill prevail because

together we are powerful.



